A NEW HYBRID PITAIRNIA - Pitcairnia x ‘Chiamenez’ in Journ Brom Soc 13(2): 53. 1973
Pitcairnia hybrids are scarce in the bromeliad world - few growers taking much interest in this large and often interesting and beautiful genus; so when a pitcairnia hybrid makes it debut, it is news indeed. Sr. Luis Ariza-Julia of Puerto Plata of the Dominican Republic has

long been interested in this genus, having collected the pitcairnias native to his land and making copious studies of them. The cross pictured here is his first registered hybrid of this genus.

Using P. chiapensis, from Mexico, as the pollen plant and P. jimenezii, a Dominican native, as the seed parent, he has produced a colorful and highly attractive cross which flowered for the first time in 1972. His description is as follows:

Plants stemless, few leaved. Sheaths castaneous, outer leaves to 1 meter long, 15 mm wide in the center, the lower part of all leaves narrowing petiole like, deeply channeled, entire. The center leaves are shorter and wider to 30 mm, resembling the chiapensis parent. The flower scape is shorter than the outer leaves, bent by the weight of the flowers, 4 mm in diameter, red, sparsely white floccose, scape bracts narrow lanceolate, green. Sepals and petals are orange, tips obtuse, twisted together to cover stamens and stigma as usual in the genus.

Photographs are of the first plant to flower, but the color of the flowers has been remarkably consistent in the later flowering plants.

Carl Mez in his Bromeliaceae (1935) lists only five pitcairnia hybrids:

P. punicea x xanthocalyx (1901)

P. corallina x Altensteinii, - P. Maroni Andre (1884)

P. corallina x panniculata, - P. Darblayana, Andre (1890)

P. corallina x spicata, - P. regia Witte (1900)

P. xanthocalyx x anthericoides
